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Happy New Year! 

This is not the way we were hoping to wish you and the children a Happy New Year, as we would 
have loved to have done so in person, however needs must! 

School is now back, although very different for us all. Staff are in school supporting those children   
attending alongside providing lessons, assignments and responding to questions and marking from 
those children at home. Teachers are working flat out and I can’t thank them enough for all the hard 
work and commitment that they are showing to ensure your children get the best possible education 
in such difficult circumstances.  

Thank  you to all of you who have managed to get up and running with the remote learning at home, 
we know this has not been easy for some and we are still here to help any families who are still    
struggling. We have had a fantastic turn out to the live lessons and participation to the ‘TEAMS’       
assignments and online learning. So far nearly all children are either attending remotely, or are one of 
the critical worker children in school. – Well done to you all and your children.  

Hoping you all have a restful weekend away from home learning! 

Mrs Munday 

COVID—The Current Situation 

Although we have children in school, I would like to reiterate that the safety of your children, your families 
and the staff and their families is paramount.  

Cases nationally and locally continue to rise. The Government wanted to keep all schools open due to the     
importance of education for children and closing schools was always their very last resort. The quick turn 
around on the Government’s decision to close schools on Monday at 8pm highlighted how serious the           
situation is. You will have heard on the news that the new strain is far more contagious and spreading faster. 
There were over 1000 deaths within 24hrs this week. The pressure really is on the NHS and hospitals to cope. 
This figure is above the number of deaths at the peak of the epidemic back in April 2020. This morning, the 
news reported that we are yet to see the implications of Christmas and expect to see this around January 18th.  

It is therefore essential for us all to play our part in helping to reduce the spread, save lives and allow the NHS 
to help those who contract the virus.  

Please therefore continue to abide by Government advice to stay at home and only leave your home for   
exercise, essential work or for food supplies.  

http://www.beaupreprimary.co.uk


Remote Education Expectations 

The staff are providing a very comprehensive teaching programme to all year 
groups daily via ‘TEAMS’ so please continue with the excellent work you have 
started. I am sure it will get easier for us all as we progress.  

As we move forward we are tweaking this provision and amending as needed to 
make it work efficiently. Some changes and expectations are laid out below: 

Each day, work will be provided which will consist of assignments and virtual lessons. 

Each days work will be uploaded in the morning, ready for 9am. 

We have requested all work (unless alternative arrangements have been agreed with the class teacher), to be 
submitted by 3.30. We would request that if you are able to upload work throughout the day, this would be 
greatly appreciated as it will allow teachers and TAs time to mark and respond throughout the day.    

Work will not be responded to after 6pm. 

The ability for uploading work for a week will close on a Sunday evening ready for teachers to start a new 
week on Monday.  Please be aware that this will not be marked until the following week. 

Attached to this newsletter is the protocols for children and parents joining ‘TEAMS’ meetings from home.  

Parent Support for ‘TEAMS’ 

As we arrive together at the end of the first week of Remote Learning and we are all starting to get our heads 
around the technology whilst finding our way into new routines, we are looking at the ways in which we can 
continue to work with you to deliver the best learning opportunities for your children that we can in these       
challenging times.  We know that adapting to this way of working can be stressful at times so class teachers 
would like to invite parents to join a class Teams call to share ideas about how things are going and discuss 
what is working well so that we can all learn from the positive ideas. We hope that it will also help staff to      
understand some of the challenges that you may be facing a little better, and there may be classroom hints or 
tips that we can suggest. 

We know that this experience is different for everybody and that no two situations are the same. We are      
hoping that by sharing our thoughts and experiences we may be able to help each other out and make it a little 
bit easier for everyone. 

Invitations will shortly be sent out via your child’s Teams account and we hope that you will feel able to attend. 

ICT Equipment  

If you are struggling with accessing remote learning, please let us know and we will endeavour to 
help you.  

You may or may not be aware that you can access the home learning via X-box or PlayStation and this 
may be a solution for some. I have attached to the newsletter a method of using an 
Xbox or Play Station to access the learning platforms.  

 



World Religion Day 

Next Friday, 15th January, Beaupre will be celebrating World Religion day. Each 
class has been allocated a religion, which the teachers will share with you via the 
days assignments on Teams. We are not expecting parents to purchase any       
resources to support the learning, however, felt this was an ideal opportunity to            
immerse the children in developing their understanding of cultures and religions 
around the world, so I would recommend perhaps putting some card board boxes 
to one side, sustainable items, sticks or leaves, should they be needed.  

Any photographs you are able to take of the children engaged in their learning and 
send to your individual class email would be much appreciated. 

Have a wonderful day and I cannot wait to see all the wonderful learning taking place, 

Mrs Riley   

Learning During Lockdown 

There are two different ways that education is being delivered, via teams and 
via teaching in school to those Critical Worker children.  

Those children in school are receiving the same education and assignments 
as those at home. For the teaching staff in particular this is a tough ask      
because this means that they are teaching a class of children (although    
smaller numbers) as well as teaching the rest of the class at home. This means that as they are 
teaching in school, they cannot always immediately respond to queries which come through during the 
day, although they will try their best. To help the teachers, teaching assistants will be used as well to 
answer any queries or mark the learning under the direction of the teacher where appropriate. 

If you do have a query about your child/ren’s progress, access to ICT or have a query over the      
content of remote learning, please let us know and we will be happy to discuss it with you. I have 
asked the staff to only respond between 8am and 6pm, for their own wellbeing and as they have lives 
and family outside of school too!  

We will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Free School Meal Entitlement and Provision  

We understand that families continue to live in uncertain times and many are facing changes to their financial circumstances 

as a result. 

If you have not previously applied for Free School Meals, or your name has recently changed and you now feel you may be 
eligible, please visit: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals to see if you meet the criteria and to apply online. If you 
have any queries in relation to free school meals entitlement please contact the Education Welfare Benefits Team on 

ewb.fsm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or telephone them on 01223 703200 

If you are currently in receipt of free school meals and now have your children to educate at home, we will be providing 
weekly food boxes. You will have received an email with regard to this. If you have not received this email, please get in 

contact with the school. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
mailto:ewb.fsm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk




Well-being 

We shared this during the first lockdown. Well-being and mental health  is very important.  We know that this is a difficult time for you and 

your children and we want to support you as best we can. Please see links below which might help you and your children through this 

difficult time. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing 

Some things you can do to help with your well-being: 

 

E-Safety 

With so many people accessing and using the internet during these times, it is important that children 
are using the internet safely. Here is a poster for you to share with your children to remind them of how 
to stay safe online. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing



